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box back, shutting the cabinet doors as he did so, and went
into his bedroom.

As midnight was striking bronze blows upon the dusky air,
Dorian Gray, dressed commonly, and with a mufHer wrapped
round his throat, crept quietly out of the house. In Bond
Street he found a hansom with a good horse. He hailed it,
and in a low voice gave the driver an address.

The man shook his head.    "It is too far for me," he muttered.

"Here is a sovereign for you/' said Dorian. "You shall
have another if you drive fast."

"All right, sir," answered the man, "you will be there in an
hour," and after his fare had got in he turned his horse round,
and drove rapidly towards the river.

CHAPTER XVI

A COLD rain began to fall, and the blurred street-lamps looked
ghastly in the dripping mist. The public-houses were just
closing, and dim men and women were clustering in broken
groups round their doors. From some of the bars came the
sound of horrible laughter. In others, drunkards brawled and
screamed.

Lying back in the hansorn, with his hat pulled over his
forehead, Dorian Gray watched with listless eyes the sordid
shame of the great city, and now and then he repeated to
himself the words that Lord Henry had said to him on the
first day they had met: "To cure the soul by means of the
senses, and the senses by means of the soul." Yes, that was
the secret. He had often tried it, and would try it again now.
There were opium-dens, where one could buy oblivion, dens of
horror where the memory of old sins could be destroyed by the
madness of sins that were new.

The moon hung low in the sky like a yellow skull. From
time to time a huge misshapen cloud stretched a long arm
across and hid it. The gas-lamps grew fewer, and the streets
more narrow and gloomy. Once the man lost his way, and had
to drive back half a mile, A steam rose from the horse as it
splashed up the puddles. The side-windows of the hansom
were clogged with a grey-flannel mist.

"To cure the soul by means of the senses, and the senses by
means of the soul!" How the words rang in his ears! His